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Samuel Talalay joined Chambers as a pupil in October 2025.

During pupillage, Samuel gained invaluable experience in public law, notably in immigration – where he
worked on judicial review proceedings and appeals to the First-tier Tribunal – and in extradition. He also
gained experience in constitutional law (particularly on the subject of parliamentary privilege), human rights
law, tax, inquests, data protection, clinical negligence, personal injury, employment law, and child sexual abuse
cases.

Samuel previously worked as a civil servant at the Ministry of Justice (MoJ).  As Parliamentary Clerk, he led a
team responsible for delivering all MoJ parliamentary business except primary legislation. He then moved into
constitutional and judicial policy, focusing in particular on the Constitutional Reform Act 2005 and the limits
on the operational powers of the office of Lord Chancellor.

Before joining the MoJ, Samuel spent 16 months seconded to the Ecole nationale d’administration in
Strasbourg, where he studied alongside French senior civil servants. This included a four-month internship at
the European Court of Human Rights.

Awards

Graham Turnbull Human Rights Essay Award, shortlist (2025)
Elfreda Edwards Scholarship (Inner Temple)
Exhibition Scholarship (Inner Temple)
Advocacy Scholarship (University of Law)
Career Changer Scholarship (University of Law)
Mary Somerville prize (Somerville College, Oxford)
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Education

University of Law, Bar Practice Course, High Distinction, 2025
University of Law, Postgraduate Diploma in Law, Distinction, 2024
Sorbonne University, Master’s in European Public Policy, 2019
L’École Nationale d’Administration, Diploma in Public Administration, 2019
University College London, MA in Philosophy, 2014
University of Oxford (Somerville College), BA in Philosophy, Politics and Economics, First Class
Honours, 2013

Publications

The Lord Chancellor, the independence of the judiciary and the rule of law (UK Constitutional Law
Association blog, 19 December 2023)
Contributor to the UK Human Rights Blog
Contributor to the 1COR Quarterly Medical Law Review
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