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Darragh has a broad practice, accepting instructions in all Chambers’ areas of work. He has a focus on
Inquests and Public Inquiries, Public Law, Clinical Negligence, and Environmental Law. He is ranked by the
Legal 500 for Clinical Negligence, Inquests & Inquires and Personal Injury.

Darragh has a wide range of advocacy experience, having been led in the in the Court of Appeal in the case of
Bell v Tavistock, appeared in High Court, the County Court, Coroners’ Courts, the First Tier and Upper Tribunals,
in a 12-day planning inquiry, and before the chair of the Public Inquiry into Undercover Policing.

Darragh also undertakes a range of advisory and drafting work across his areas of practice.

Darragh holds a first class honours Bachelor of Civil Law and a first class honours Master of laws degree,
both from University College Dublin. Before coming to the Bar, he spent four years at the University of
Cambridge where he is pursuing a Ph.D. in the area of human rights law. While at Cambridge, Darragh was the
executive chairperson of the Cambridge Pro Bono Project, Co-Convener of the Cambridge International and
European Law Conference and taught on the Human Rights and Civil Liberties module on the LLM course.

Prior to embarking on his doctoral studies, Darragh served for over six years as an Army Officer in the Irish
Defence Forces.

These diverse experiences have helped him to develop a strong knowledge base and pragmatic, diligent and
detail-orientated approach to his practice as a barrister.

Darragh is currently one of the Editors of the UK Human Rights Blog.

“I have found Darragh to always be an effective advocate. He is well-prepared, persuasive and succinct.
He has a good manner with clients, he is able to explain complicated legal and medical concepts in
simple terms. He is good with experts.”
Legal 500 2026
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“Darragh handles complex clinical negligence issues with confidence. He puts forward arguments that are
focused, well-reasoned, and persuasive.”
Legal 500 2026

“Darragh is a fierce negotiator.”
Legal 500 2026

“Darragh has a wonderful ability to distil pages of information into succinct and convincing legal
arguments and to identify and focus on the key issues of a case.”
Legal 500 2025

Public Law

Darragh is developing a broad public law practice. Prior to coming to the Bar, he had published academic
articles and blog posts on a range of public law matters in the UK and Ireland and he recently contributed to
the Fifth Edition of Administrative Law in Ireland, the leading work on Administrative law and judicial review in
the Irish Legal system.

Darragh’s academic interest in public law is complemented by the experiences he gained in pupillage under
the supervision of both Amy Manion and Alasdair Henderson, whom he assisted with the drafting of pleadings
and advice in a number of public law cases.

Darragh appeared in the Court of Appeal led by Jeremy Hyam KC on behalf of the Claimant/Respondent in the
Case of R (Bell and another) v. the Tavistock and Portman NHS Foundation Trust (2021), which considered the
ability of children with gender dysphoria to provide informed consent to undergo treatment with puberty
blockers.

Darragh has, being led by Richard Booth KC, drafted submissions on behalf of Appellants in appeals against
decisions of the Disclosure and Barring Service in proceedings before the Upper Tribunal.

Darragh acted for the Applicant in R (Zeghli) v Secretary of State for the Home Department, in which the
Applicant sought Judicial Review of the Secretary of State’s decision not to treat her immigration appeal as a
fresh claim. In granting permission following an oral permission hearing, the respondent, secretary of state
subsequently conceded the claim.

Darragh also undertakes a range of advisory and drafting work for both Claimants and Defendant in the area
of public law.

Selected Cases

TransActual CIC and another v. the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care and another [2024]
EWHC 1937 (Admin): A challenge of secondary legislation that restricts via an emergency order the
dispensing of puberty blockers to children and young persons suffering from gender dysphoria /

https://www.1cor.com/london/2024/07/29/natasha-barnes-and-darragh-coffey-successfully-defend-puberty-blockers-challenge/
https://www.1cor.com/london/2024/07/29/natasha-barnes-and-darragh-coffey-successfully-defend-puberty-blockers-challenge/
https://www.1cor.com/london/2024/07/29/natasha-barnes-and-darragh-coffey-successfully-defend-puberty-blockers-challenge/
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incongruence, on the basis of prescriptions issued by private and online providers.
R (Bell and another) v. Tavistock and Portman NHS Foundation Trust (2021): Legal challenge to
legality of transgender treatment for children.
KB v Secretary of State for the Home Department (2021): Secured leave to remain for Mauritian
National.
R (Zeghli) v Secretary for State for the Home Department (Upper Tribunal): Judicial review of SSHD’s
refusal to consider the Applicant’s appeal as a fresh claim.

Human Rights

Darragh’s PhD thesis examines the interaction of the European Convention on Human Rights and national
security related deportation. He has published academic articles in this area and during his time in Cambridge,
Darragh taught on the ‘human rights and civil liberties’ module of the highly respected Cambridge LLM course.

In practice, much of Darragh’s immigration work has involved claims under the Human Rights Act. He
maintains a particular interest in Article 3 claims and he regularly contributes to the UK Human Rights Blog.

Selected Cases

KB v Secretary of State for the Home Department (2021): Secured leave to remain for Mauritian
National.
Ahmadzai v Secretary of State for the Home Department (Upper Tribunal): Article 8 Appeal against
refusal of entry clearance.
Singh v Secretary of State for the Home Department (First Tier Tribunal): Secured leave to remain on
the basis of Article 8 of the ECHR for an individual who had been in the UK without status since arriving
as a child.

Immigration

Darragh has a developing immigration practice and has appeared regularly before the First Tier Tribunal in
immigration appeals. He has also appeared before the Immigration and Asylum Chamber of the Upper
Tribunal.

Selected Cases

KB v Secretary of State for the Home Department (2021): Secured leave to remain for Mauritian
National.
R (Zeghli) v Secretary for State for the Home Department (Upper Tribunal): Judicial review of SSHD’s
refusal to consider the Applicant’s appeal as a fresh claim.
Ahmadzai v Secretary of State of the Home Department (Upper Tribunal): Appeal against refusal of
entry clearance.

https://www.1cor.com/london/2021/09/23/court-of-appeal-overturns-high-profile-judgment-on-childrens-ability-to-consent-to-puberty-blockers-for-gender-dysphoria/
https://www.1cor.com/london/2021/05/11/darragh-coffey-secures-leave-to-remain-for-mauritian-national/
https://ukhumanrightsblog.com/author/darraghcoffey/
https://www.1cor.com/london/2021/05/11/darragh-coffey-secures-leave-to-remain-for-mauritian-national/
https://www.1cor.com/london/2021/05/11/darragh-coffey-secures-leave-to-remain-for-mauritian-national/
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Singh v Secretary of State for the Home Department (First Tier Tribunal): Secured leave to remain on
the basis of Article 8 of the ECHR for an individual who had been in the UK without status since arriving
as a child.

Public Inquiries

Since January 2020, Darragh has been instructed by the Metropolitan Police Service as a member of their
counsel team for the Undercover Policing Inquiry. Darragh has become a core member of the Counsel team
examining the Tranche 2 period of the Inquiry and has appeared before the Chairman in preliminary hearings
in respect of that phase.

Darragh is also instructed for  the Welsh Ambulance Service NHS Trust in respect of the Public Inquiry into the
COVID 19 pandemic along with Richard Booth KC and Shahram Sharghy.

Inquests

Darragh regularly appears in Coroner’s Courts representing both families and institutional Interested Persons
in both coroner led inquests and those that are held before juries. Darragh wrote a chapter for the forthcoming
second edition of the ‘Inquest Book’ on Anonymity, Protective Measures and Public Interest Immunity. He
spoke to Inns of Court College of Advocacy Bar Course on “the Coronial Jurisdiction in England and Wales”
and gave an overview of inquests and coronial proceedings from the perspective of a Junior Barrister. He is
recognised as ‘Rising Star’ by the Legal 500.

Selected Cases

Re SW (2025): Represented the family at the inquest into the death of a 20-year-old following her
attendance at a hospital with symptoms of meningitis.
Re WN (2025): Represented the family of a 39-yr-old who died from a toxic mix of his prescription drugs
as well as a small amount of amphetamine.
Re AP (2024): Represented the family at the inquest into the death of a a 43-year old Consultant
Haematologist and father of two who suffered from suffering from Hemophagocytic
lymphohistiocytosis (‘HLH’), a rare disorder in which he himself was an expert.
Re JM (2021): Represented NHS Trust at inquest into death of toddler from choking at Butlins.
Re H (2021): Represented the family of teenager who died from glandular fever via the AvMA pro bono
service.
Inquest touching upon the death of JW: Acted for the Deceased’s family and drew the coroner’s
attention to several issues of concern, which resulted in five Prevention of Future Death (PFD) reports
being issued.
Inquest touching upon the death of DB: Represented the London Ambulance Service in a five day jury
inquest into a death in custody to which the LAS were called.
Inquest touching the death of AH: Represented an air ambulance service before an inquest
investigating the death of a person who was transferred between hospitals by the service before

https://www.1cor.com/london/2020/11/02/undercover-policing-inquirys-hearings-begin-today/
https://www.1cor.com/london/2025/02/25/darragh-coffey-represents-the-family-of-a-20-year-old-in-an-inquest-into-her-death-following-a-missed-diagnosis-of-meningitis/
https://www.1cor.com/london/2025/01/22/inquest-finds-39-year-old-man-died-after-his-prescription-drugs-along-with-amphetamine-caused-him-to-suffer-a-cardiac-arrythmia/
https://www.1cor.com/london/2024/06/03/identified-failures-in-communication-led-to-avoidable-death-of-professor-of-haematology/
https://www.1cor.com/london/2021/03/12/inquest-into-death-of-toddler-at-butlins-concludes/
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subsequently deteriorating and passing away.
Inquest touching the death of AG: Represented the family of an infant who passed away at one day of
age whilst still in hospital.
Inquest touching the death of PV: Instructed by the Metropolitan Police Service in a jury inquest in to a
death in custody.

Clinical Negligence

Darragh is developing a varied practice in the area of clinical negligence. He accepts instructions from
Claimants and Defendants to appear in the County Court and High Court in a variety of hearings. He
also advises on liability and quantum and drafts a variety of pleadings in such claims.

Darragh also undertakes a range of advisory and drafting work in the area of clinical negligence.

The Legal 500 recognises Darragh as a leading junior:

“Darragh handles complex clinical negligence issues with confidence. He puts forward arguments that are
focused, well-reasoned, and persuasive.” 

“Darragh has a wonderful ability to distil pages of information into succinct and convincing legal arguments and
to identify and focus on the key issues of a case.”

Selected Cases

NK v University Hospitals of Leicester NHS Trust: Secured a settlement for a claimant who was
misdiagnosed with ulcerative colitis, which led to them being inappropriately placed on a course of
steroids that had a significant impact on their day to day life.
CD v Sussex University Hospitals NHS Trust: Secured settlement on behalf of the Claimant in respect
of a claim relating to the negligent performance of a hip replacement surgery.
ED v. Northumbria Healthcare NHS Foundation Trust: Secured settlement on behalf of a Claimant in
respect of a claim the negligent delay of the treatment.
Darragh is being led by Clodagh Bradley KC in representing the Claimant in respect of a claim arising
out of a hypoxic brain injury suffered at birth.
Darragh has been led by Angus McCullough KC in representing the Defendant in claims arising out of
hypoxic brain injuries suffered at birth.

Personal Injury

Darragh has appeared in court and advised Claimants and Defendants on liability and quantum in a variety of
civil hearings and trials. He has experience in claims arising out of road traffic accidents, public liability and
employer’s liability. Darragh previously spent six months on secondment to HMRC’s personal injury team
advising on liability and quantum in employer’s and occupier’s liability claims.
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The Legal 500 recognises Darragh as a ‘Rising Star’ for personal injury and notes that ‘Darragh is a fierce
negotiator.’

Environmental and Planning Law

Darragh represented Yorkshire Wildlife Trust as a rule 6 party before a 12 day planning inquiry in which the
Trust successfully opposed the grant of planning permission to a property Developer to build a 516 unit
residential development in close proximity to Askham Bog, a site of special scientific interest described by Sir
David Attenborough as ‘irreplaceable’. Read more about the case here.

Darragh has previously acted for clients in environmental law cases on a pro bono basis throught the
Environmental Law Foundation

Darragh also undertakes a range of advisory and drafting work in the area of environmental and planning law

He was jointly nominated for Advocate’s Young Pro Bono Barrister of the Year Award 2020 for his role in
saving Askham Bog.

Professional Discipline

Darragh accepts instructions in a range of professional discipline cases. He has previously appeared in the
Interim Orders Tribunal and has been led By Richard Booth KC in appeals against decisions of the Disclosure
and Barring Service which effectively prevented clinicians from continuing in practice.

Appointments

Attorney General’s C Panel

Awards

Travelling Studentship in Law, National University of Ireland (2014-2018)
Faculty of Law Ph.D. Bursary, University of Cambridge (2014-2017)
Francis and Buris Gahan Scholarship, Inner Temple (2016)
BPTC Exhibition Award, Inner Temple (2016)
BPTC Excellence Award, BPP Law School (2016)

Education

Bar Professional Training Course (Very Competent), BPP Law School (2016-2018, Part-time)
LLM (First Class Honours), University College Dublin (2013)
Dip. Management and Defence Studies, Irish Defence Forces Military College (2009)

https://www.1cor.com/london/2020/05/14/emma-louise-fenelon-and-darragh-coffey-successful-in-askham-bog-planning-inquiry/
https://www.1cor.com/london/2020/10/07/congratulations-to-our-5-juniors-nominated-for-advocates-young-pro-bono-barrister-of-the-year-award/
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BCL (hons.) (First Class Honours), University College Dublin (2008)

Memberships

Inner Temple
Personal Injury Bar Association
Administrative Law Bar Association
London Irish Lawyers Association

Publications

Law Pod UK Ep.221 Supreme Court upholds legal right to wild camp on Dartmoor
Contributor to: Hogan, Morgan and Daly, Administrative Law in Ireland (fifth edition) (Round Hall, Dublin,
2019) (chapter on Local Government Law)
What are the recent key developments relating to the doctrine of vicarious liability?  Lexis Nexis PSL 2020
Co-commissioning Editor and contributor to the UK Human Rights Blog. The Coronavirus Act 2020: Part
I & Part II.
‘Standards of Scrutiny in Judicial Review of Deportation Decisions Involving Article 3, ECHR –X.X. v
Minister for Justice and Equality’ (2017) 57 The Irish Jurist 144
LawPod UK Ep. 108: Renewed lockdown, new guidance
Contributor to the 1COR Quarterly Medical Law Review (QMLR)

https://www.1cor.com/london/2025/06/02/law-pod-uk-ep-221-supreme-court-upholds-legal-right-to-wild-camp-on-dartmoor/
https://t.co/Bu6Z7WHCec?amp=1
https://ukhumanrightsblog.com/author/darraghcoffey/
https://ukhumanrightsblog.com/2020/04/02/the-coronavirus-act-2020-when-legislation-goes-viral-part-one/
https://ukhumanrightsblog.com/2020/04/02/the-coronavirus-act-2020-when-legislation-goes-viral-part-one/
https://ukhumanrightsblog.com/2020/04/10/the-coronavirus-act-2020-when-legislation-goes-viral-part-two/
https://www.repository.cam.ac.uk/handle/1810/266258
https://www.repository.cam.ac.uk/handle/1810/266258
https://www.1cor.com/london/2020/04/21/lawpod-uk-ep-108-renewed-lockdown-new-guidance/
https://1corqmlr.com/author/darragh-coffey/
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