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”“This book is a timely and welcome addition for the bene�it of those advising in connection with and 
appearing at inquests. It will also be of enormous bene�it to coroners and their deputies. It brings together, 
in a straightforward and clearly explained way, the legislation and cases on most topics that are likely to be 
of concern, together with a helpful introduction to each. The appendices contain the core statutory materials 
and guidance from the Chief Coroner. Mr Justice Garnham and Caroline Cross have produced a readable and 
authoritative work which will soon become indispensable to those involved in inquests. 
From the Foreword by The Rt Hon Lord Justice Burnett PC, Royal Courts of Justice, January 2016

Coronial Law is an area that attracts great public scrutiny, re�lected in the recent establishment of the of�ice of the 
Chief Coroner, and the number of Judges of the High Court and the Court of Appeal made deputy assistant coroners 
to particularly sensitive inquests. It is also an area of law that has changed signi�icantly in recent years since the new 
Coroners and Justice Act came into force in 2013.

This book provides practitioners with an up-to-date and comprehensive guide to the law of coroners and inquests. 
Written by barristers practising in the �ield, it addresses changes to the structure and jurisprudence of coroners’ courts 
in a straightforward, accessible manner. The book is helpfully structured according to the elements of an inquest or the 
subject matter of a coroner’s investigation. Each chapter provides an overview of the legal issues, statutory material and 
other sources of guidance, followed by case summaries and extracts where the relevant issues are discussed. In addition 
there are useful appendices of relevant materials, including applicable legislation and the Chief Coroner’s Guidance. The 
book is an essential companion for practitioners of coronial law, indispensable to novices and seasoned practitioners 
alike.

THE EDITORS
Caroline Cross is a barrister at 1 Crown Of�ice Row. Caroline has a diverse civil and public law practice with particular 
interests in inquests, human rights, clinical negligence and personal injury. She has a varied inquest practice and has acted 
in inquests pertaining to medical and mental health matters, local authorities and military personnel. She has represented 
both the bereaved and interested persons. Caroline was also junior counsel for the Treasury Solicitors in the public inquiry 
into the death of Baha Mousa.
Sir Neil Garnham is a High Court judge sitting in the Queen’s Bench Division. He was formerly a silk at 1 Crown Of�ice 
Row where inquests and public inquiries were a substantial part of his practice. He too acted for both bereaved families 
and interested persons.
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